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The Sunstill shines on you.

Happy birthday !

your petals are slightly wilted,

But the sun still shines on you,
your stem has withered somewhat,

still your starture comes right through.
Although your roots are showing,
you yourself aren t six feet under,
And even if you 're ripening,
your sweet fruit is like no other.
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There is nothing more difficult to put in words,
than the feelings of a loving son towards his own
mother. And that too, for a an iconic mother who is
entering her 100th year!!

Innumerable feelings and wonderful memories
jostle for attention. Because an occassion like this
comes along very rarely in any son's life when he
has to express his love and admiration for his mum
on her embarking upon her Hundredeth year!

So I wrestled with a great many thoughts that
I would like to express on this amazing occasion;
and there were two that were clearly the foremost
in my heart and mind!

The first one was that my sister Ira and I are
the richest people anywhere.

We feel wealthier than Bill Gates or the
Ambanis; more prosperous than all the world's
billionaires put together!

This is simply because my mother, and our
parents have given us thr most precious and valuable
legacy/viraasat that any children can have.

It is a most precious and indestructible legacy
of strength and fortitude in facing the vicissitudes
of Life. They have us the confidence and strength
of facing life's ups and downs with confidence,
determination and spirit and face problems with a
smile on the face and a song in the heart.

My mother taught us to treat fellow human
beings with sincerity, respect and affection; to
develop a generosity of spirit in mind and heart that
sees in our fellow human beings kindred spirits to
be understood, loved and supported rather than
judged, criticised and condemned.

And she did not do this by admonishing and
lecturing us; she did it through actions.

As we grew up, we saw in her a kind. caring,

generous and nonjudgemental mother who helped
support many many people, just like her own mother,
Santokben, our lovely grandmother!

So she taught us to be good citizens of this strife
torn world, and be really useful to the society that
we were living in, and "live in a way that made a
difference to others and made the world a very
slightly better place through our lives.

Now I believe that her love and her upbringing
have made is stronger and sensitive in our lives
and capable enough to face the challenges of Life
with patience and confidence. And there is no
greater gift and legacy that we could have received.
It is a wealth that is huge and ever present and
grows in us every living day.

This makes me the richest son in world!!

I think the secret of her long life is her love for
education and children and the fantastic partnership
she shared with my remarkable father. Together they
created new opportunities for countless youngsters
for decades upon decades. They inspired generations
of young people to grow up successfully.

My mother has been a true friend for me
always. With her, [ have shared so much of my life.
We have laughed together, enjoyed life together,
faced the ups and downs of life together; we have
talked, argued, discussed about all sorts of things.
She has seen my children grow into adults and has
welcomed her two lovely great grand daughters in
life. We breakfast together, share and listen
wonderful music together and share our political
beliefs together each day. At 74, I am so fortunate
to be able be a part of the celebrations of my dear
mother's 100th birthday!!

What more can a son hope for? What greater
gift can the Almighty give us? Love you Ba!!
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Would you believe me if I said that my Ba
(mother in Gujarati), has never scolded me or got
angry with me? Her patience is unparralleled. My
brother Prashant and I knew that she was always
there to LOVE us, GUIDE us and CARE for us
in any situation and in all phases of our lives. She
has a gentle nature and always made us understand
what she wanted us to do or not do, without
shouting or being angry. That taught us to be gentle
human beings and value the love and care she gave
us as children. Even now, as adults, we feel her
boundless love and eagerness to take care of us
no matter where we are in our own lives. She still
teaches us by her own example and we are in awe
of her even today because she just is the most
caring and sincere human being in our lives. She
does not criticise or make us feel that we are doing
something wrong. She brings our attention to how
things should be done, specially when it comes to
children. This has made us good parents and be
gentle and loving to our children. That character
helped us in our Professional life and jobs and we
became serious about our profession as sincere
workers as teacher and doctor. She is a TRUE
MOTHER and a teacher in its utmost deepest
meaning.

I am talking about Shree Jashiben Nayak,
whose 99th Birthday we are celebrating on
November 18th this year. She is entering her

Century YEAR!! And along with my father, the
late Shree Raghubhai Nayak, they made my
brother Prashant and me feel as if what we did
was important and expected us to know what is
right and what is wrong. We knew that our
behavior and our actions were being observed and
that we need to be careful we did not hurt anybody;,
that we were being truthful and not do anyone any
injustice. We were aware that we were expected
to make a difference in this world by our work
and actions and helped someone or something!!
For example, we would often take a walk in the
Garden of the school in New Delhi (Sardar Patel
Vidyalaya) when we lived on the school's campus.
Both Ba and Papu (that's what we called our father,
mix of Bapu and Pappa) were joint Principals
there.

There were beautiful flowers and trees. The
Garden often got the First Prize in Delhi as the
best one in schools and colleges. So when we
walked around, we were allowed to pick the
flowers and arrange cases for the house and the
offices of the school. But we were asked to be
careful as not to waste any flower or cut branches
that were not needed and throw away flowers
etc. We knew the environment was to be
respected and not abuse it by just plucking or
cutting without a thought to what we were doing
with it. So [ really learned to appreciate gardens
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and nature for its beauty and enjoy it and not
destroy it. I am proud to say that my own
daughters have learned that by example of my
mother, father and us, the parents.

Our cultural programs had music, dance and
drama that had a message of love for nature, of
character building like the story of Eklavya, of the
Nationalistic spirit and love of the country and
motherland like the freedom fight and Unity in
Diversity or about leaders of our nation like
Mahatma Gandhi, Sardar Patel and so on.

Once we were having a DIWALI celebration
in the school. Jashiben and Raghubhai went around
to each class room and asked the students to come
up with our ideas. Then we wrote them down and
our Student union and it's committee made up the
program and the rules for a disciplined and safe

day of fun. We had great food, music and a short
fire cracker program.

We have learned from Ba that our profession
makes an important contribution to the society
where we grew up and the world at large. She
had her own father, Shree Harbhai Trivedi, the well
kniwn and dedicated Edicstiinust, as her example
and mentor. Her sincere and genuine dedication
to the Teaching Profession and Education for
children of all ages and class, taught us and our
own children that what we do in our lives and how
we are as good human being , is what makes this
world a better place.

Thank you dear Ba, for being the most unique
mother, a genuine person that's true to the human
spiritand a LIVING MOTHER AND GRAND
MOTHER that is so rare to find.

"MY
GRANDMOTHER"

Sujata Ghosh Reinhardt

My grandmother's blood runs through my veins and I
feel it every day in so many ways. I feel a strength and
confidence as a woman in this difficult world that holds my
shoulders back and head high even when something seems
impossible. I feel power when I see a challenge, not fear.
feel creativity and concentration when [ have an obstacle in
front of me and work hard until I find a way to overcome it. [
feel inspiration to change if T see injustice and inequality in the
world. I feel a beautiful refreshing need to give, share and
help others. These invisible forces accompany me every
moment, surrounding me and lifting me every step I take. |
know [ am lucky to have my grandmother in me.
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