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HARBHAI TRIVEDI
A GLEAMING STAR OF
TRUTH & FEARLESSNESS

Prof. P. M. Bhuptani

Hecad of Eng. Dept., Shamaldas College, Bhavnagar
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My pen refuses to speak my feelings of
shock and surprisc at the sad news of the
sudden passing away of Harbhai Trivedi.
But when 1 force it, it strides with a heavy
pace on the unfolded carpet of my emotions
I dearly cherished for him.,

[n the passing away of Harbhai we felt
a heavy loss of a dear father whose death
has Icft the newly born infant of Bhavnagar
University and the city’s cducational culture
orphan and helpless. He left us at the most
critical period when he was most needed to
guide our wayward and stray steps towards
the long cherished goal of a great and proud
university. The loss at present is
indescribable and the vacuum is impossible
to (ill in the ncar (uture.

No sensible and literate soul who has
seen and heard him can forget his benign

and august personality with Amcrican
stature and youthful energy. The head of our
vouth falls in shame at the sight of the
punctuality and activeness of this old man
ol 9 dccadces. I1arbhai had a young hecart in
his old body. His thundering voice, his
rational thinking, his moral courage and his
physical stamina and strength described the
high health of his body and mind.
‘Throughout his life he remained a tireless
champion in the cause of education. He
lived for education and dicd (or education,
because he had firmly believed that
education is the basis of man’s real
personality and through it man rcaches the
stage of a human being. I1le was the best
exponent, in word and deed, of all that true
education stands for. Wedded to the
Gandhian [aith and principles, his views and
feelings and beliefs were based on the most
dynamic and dignificd thinking. [1is view
of education covered from child to the
grown up youth. And so I do not believe
morc admirable choice would have been
made by the Government of Gujarat than
Harbhai to be the first Pro Vice Chancellor
of Bhavnagar University.

In spirit and cnthusiasm, cnergy and
interest, he was a young man of 87, and
that is why he was most loving towards the
youth. He remained young throughout his
lifc. Tlig death reminds me of Sarojini’s
tribute to Kamla Nehru when she died:
Those whom God loves die young. It means
thosc whom God needs arc naturally necded
by we mortals to guide our actions. Harbhai

€2200 - M - oldI6IR - R04C



was in that sense more than required amidst
us. What Wordsworth said of Milton is
much morc applicable to Harbhai in the light
ol the new university, and we can say in
sincerity and good faith:

Iarbhai, thou should be living at this hour,
Bhavnagar Campus hath need of thee;
To raise us up and give us
Manners, freedom and power.

Thou hadst a voice, whose sound was like the sea,
Thy soul was like a Star, and dwelt apart.
Pure as the naked heavens, majestic, free.
In thy cheerful godliness, and yet thy heart
The lowliest duties on herself did lay.

Though he was no more in chair and
power, he was felt everywhere in spirit and
strength. Bhavnagar University was his long
cherished drecam. Once he told me of his
joy: “Bhuptani, my dream is realized three
years early. | thought that the university will
come in ’82, but it came in *79, and [ am
very happy.”

Only thosc can understand and cnjoy
his dream who have a heart, spirit and
strength like his. He longed to make the
Campus carrying the unbroken chain of
cducation [rom Kindcrgaricn to College
Courses. He served the city as a
distinguished educationist with great
distinctions in a varicty of ways. Hc was
the last represcentative of the city’s
educational and cultural traditions. In him
we have lost a very great man of great vision
and undcrstanding,

Harbhai was a pleasing and elegant
personality. He believed in the basic

(rccdom of the individual. 11e was humanity
incarnate. The milk of human kindness was
constantly flowing in him. I am one of the
few fortunate who tasted and cnjoyced this
kindness. God knows why he loved me so
much, but it was he alone who. as Pro Vice
Chancellor, had saved me from the gallows
when a soulless, prejudiced, unjust cx-
justice, the Vice Chancellor, Mr.Bakshi, was
to hang a professor in me to death. 'I'he kind
old man is hcard to say to the biascd

Vice Chancellor Bakshi: “Even il Bhupiani
is a sinner, though there is no proof, let us
not kill him, but cure him of his sins.” This
only Christ can spcak, but no onc clsc is
capable to utter. A living God in human
body, an incarnation of SATYAM,
SHIVAM, SUNDARAM. He was beautiful
by his soul, good by naturc and truc by hcart.

A great lover of truth was he; freedom,
he believed, is a birth right of man; and he
sincerely aimed to inculcate this quality in
cveryonc around him. To call him a mcre
educationist is to underestimate him. He as
something more, an architect of human
beings. [Tuman beings who arc capable of
possessing noble emotions, noble thoughts
and noble heart. In that sense if we call him
a Tagorc of Gujarat, we will not be wrong.
It is he who pul Bhavnagar as the cily of
culture and education on the map of the
country.

In his dcath not only the city but the
state has lost a great guide and nation a great
humanitarian. He was a disciplined,
dignified and detached man. Life for him
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was a kind of Yagna, and he performed it
sclflessly and cheerfully. Like Gita’s
sthitapragna, he believed in and followed
Gita’s teaching: “Do your duty selflessly.”
Harbhai took lifc as a thing of
paramaanand. [le enjoyed cvery moment
of life by doing duty, small or great, with
all detachment, discipline and delight. The
youth in him remained cvergreen because
he loved youth and he remained aclive.
Wordsworth said, “The child is the father
of man.” Harbhai understood the
significance of it, and hc spent his wholc
life amidst children - the living image of
God. He loved children very much and made
GHARSHALA a loving homc for them. He
saw a Supcrman in a child, and this is why
he dedicated his whole life for the joy and
service of children. What is remarkable, one
would have scen him, was the pure child-
like innocence, the other name of godliness.

‘To enter his house was like entering a
peaceful, pious Ashram and to be with him
was 1o be with a great Rishi or Sanyasi. On¢
felt ennobled in the benign presence of this
sage. People, politicians, pupils and
professors, all respected him because he
loved them all as his children. 1lis fatherly
love was uneconomic for everyone who
went to him. He stood amidst the encircling
darkncss as a beacon of light to cheer and
peace. He acted as a kind father, a noble
friend and a wise adviser.

His faith in youth was abundant. He
wanted that youth must come forward. 11is
desire was to encourage the youth. The

reason is that he saw that the youth contains
atomic cnergy and if channclized
constructively il can work wondcrs and
change the face of the earth with beauty and
happiness. I have an experience of how
much he loved and liked youth.

[ reccived a message [rom Prol.
Narmadbhai Trivedi that Harbhai wanted
me to see him. For a pretty long time I could
not scc him because ol my N.C.C. work and
being busy with my writing short stories.
When he saw me he was very happy but
complained that why T was not scen for a
long time. Ile expressed his anxicly about
the reducing of my body. We talked about a
lot of things past and present.

When he asked me about the new
university and aked, “How do you look at
it?”” my reaction was quick. I said, “Dada, I
desire to make Bhavnagar University a
Cambridge or Oxford.” I saw his hcart dance
with delight at my words. He echoed my
words in the University Satkar Samarambh
on 6" Junc. When T met him after a week,
he said, “Bhuptani, 1 did not mention your
name, but 1 said that a young man came to
me and said he had a great desire to make
this university a Cambridge or Oxford.
Bhavnagar University may become
Cambridge or Oxford, but 1 welcome and
appreciate your feelings and enthusiasm.”
This shows that hc was a man to understand
and appreciate others’ views and ideas.

One day he said, “Bhuptani, I want
young mcn to come forward and manage
the afTairs. [Tow long will you depend on
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the old and the elders?” He was discussing
with me about P.G. teaching. He said, “l
want you to manage the wholc thing without
depending on the outsiders. You can call
them as guest speakers but never as the
permanent persons to boss upon you.
Narmadbhai is my son, but you arc my
grandson. Do things independently.”

How modern, rational and youth-
ingpiring does he strike to us! And how
many of the living clders do stand his idcal?
[ think very few, hardly one or two,
otherwise almost none. Do our elders learn
a lesson from what Harbhai stood for? He
said youth is life, let this Tile (Tow [reely.
To obstruct youth is to obstruct the flow of
life and that is a sin against sinning.
Pastcrnak said mankind lives in its youth,
Youth is a precious flower of mankind. We
must keep it fresh and ever blooming. That’s
what Harbhai did for the youth as his lifc’s
mission. [Te lived well because he loved the
youth.

He was not happy about what was going
on in Saurashtra University. Tt was his child,
bul il unfortunately turned into a spoiled
child, and one more problem for the nation.
The reason was that it was not properly
carcd for and guided. It was allowed (o
indulge in the luxury of corruption. One
such instance of corruption 1 brought to his
notice and said, “Corruption has rcached to
such a level that Ph.D. degrees arc
nowadays prostituted.” First he did not
believe me, but when he read one
anonymous Ictter, he was struck with

surprise and shock. He said, “ Does no one
have the courage to challenge it?" 1 replied
that T challenged it. T had a mccting with
the Vice Chanccllor Shri Pathak at
Mulshankarbhai’s place. But he expressed
his helplessness. Harbhai was more
unhappy to hear this. TTe did not cxpeet
Pathak to sit silent when roaring proofs were
presented before him in the anonymous
letter. He simply uttered, “T pity Mr.
Pathak.”

[ visualized how much was he anmoyed
in his heart, because Saurashtra University
was oncc his dear child. But when T read to
him my lctters written 1o the Governor, the
Prime Minister, the Chairman ofthe U.G.C.,
and the Minister of Education about the
malpractices indulged in awarding ol Ph.D.
degrees, 1 saw a smile and a gleam of
happiness flickered on his face.

Hc said with a pat on my back, “Wecll
done, Bhuptani. I apprecialc your boldness
and fearlessness. You know what Rajaji
said? He said, * When one sees evil, one
mustn’t remain silent but fight it out,
otherwise there is no purposc of life.” 1 like
your moral courage. 1 am happy to say that
so far as men like you exist, Bhavnagar
University will have a great future. Live a
life of boldness and fearlessness. He
reminded me of Shakespeare’s Julius
Cacsar: “Cowards dic many times before
their death, the brave die bui once.” Il dcath
comes only once then why should we not
live with dignity and daring?” And he really
lived that lifc of daring and dignity. Tn this
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world of corruption and cowardice he
remained uncorrupt and brave. Being brave
himsclf, he appreciated bravery in others,
Then onwards the doors of his home and
heart were flung open for me. He said,
“Bhuptani, you can come here whenever
you leel like, do come and sce me.”

In his demise | lost a loving and
understanding grandfather. He was a man
with love for all and malice towards none.
Gita ran deep in his veins, and he lived a
life of truth and fearlessness. When we need
him most he is no more with us. What a
crucl irony of fate! Gadh aava magar sinh
gava! The university has come, but the
architect is gone. The loss is irreparable for
the people of Bhavnagar, the pupils of the
Campus, the politicians ol the city and the
professors of the new university. For the
students and the professors it is unbearable
because he considered them the living souls
of the university. The administrators and the
Vice Chancellor are, according Lo him, the
servants and not the bosses of the teachers
and the students. But who has courage to
accept this simple but bitter truth? He was
modern of the modcerns and rational of the
rationals. He was clear in his vision and
clean in his heart, a man without confusion
and complexitics. Simple and truth loving
like Mahatmaji, bold likc Sardar Patel,
humble and democratic like Nehru, shrewd
and farsighted like Rajaji, Harbhai was a
great assct [or the pcople Bhavnagar in
particular and for Gujarat in general.

Let us give him a fitting tribute by

realizing his ideals in deeds and practice.
Politicians, keep your politics, for God’s
sake, out of bounds of the holy premises of
our universily. Pupils, work hard and lcarn
those things that make yours and the nation’s
life proud and meaningful. Professors, read
and writc as TTarbhai most dcsired ol us,
and guide the pathless, helpless, hopeless,
aimless, ignorant but innocent youth to the
right things of life, and put them on the path
ol hope, happincss and hcalth by turning
them to the sense of duty and dignity.
Professors, you, too, live a life of dignity
and discipline. Do not lick the dirty legs of
the petty politicians for your personal
problems, and do not indulge in the dirty
game of backbiting. Parents, guard your
sons and daughters from the onslaught of
evils and vices.

There will be no greater tribute other
than this the city of Bhavnagar can bestow
upon its beloved Dada Harbhai. He fulfilled
a lifc ol duty in thc scnsc Robert Frost
expressed in his poem: “Miles and miles to
go before L sleep.” Let us do our duty small
or great with discipline and dignity as he
did and that is what hc wished us to do.
Datc: 24-8-79 Prof. P. M. Bhuptani

Head of Eng. Dept.,
Shamaldas College,
Bhavnagar.

Prin. Narmadbhai Trivedi is the living witness of
my colact and conversation with llarbhai Tivedi.
The message was received through Narmadbhai
after the arrival of the new University that I should
scc Shri TTarbhai.
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